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The remarkable success which has attended the work of the 


foronto Conservatory of Music since its foundation in 1886, may fairly 


be regarded as amongst the most significant developments in t 


educational history of our country. Beginning in 1886, with an 


enrollment of two hundred pupils, its actuel total registration of 
three thousand and thirty for the year ending June 30th last, places 
the institution in this respect, at least, in a most enviable position 


amongst the great music schools of the world. 


The present unique position of the Conservatory has been 
State aid or endowment of any kind. Developed and 
maintained under private management and auspices, the Conservatory's 


influence and prestige have doubtless been adversely affected to some 


extent through conditions oftentimes inseparable from educational 


Ct od 


activities thus controlled and directed. State recognition of music 
shrough the establishment of a State Conservatoire, or the absorption 
of an institution of outstanding reputation and unique equipment such 


as the Toronto Conservatory of Music may fairly claim to be, could not 
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but exert a far-reaching and potent intluence on the musical life of 


The present seems an especially appropriate time for the 


h 
by 


promotion of & movement calculated to develop a strong and wholesome 


musical life in Ontario, and to render the people of this Province 
less dependent upon Hurope than in the past. ‘fhe drift of our people 
to Burope for advanced courses in music may, if our resources are 


properly developed here, soon be effectually checked. The old-time 


attractiveness of Germany is unquestionably a thing of the past and 


for many years to come be seriously affected. Toronto, as the Capital 
of Ontario, and the musical céntre of Canada, may, With some 
encouragement from the Government, be in a position to build for 
itself a reputation as one of the distinctively musical cities of 
North America. Already the Conservatory, besides affording the 


people of our own Province exceptional facilities for musical study, 


attracts a considerable number of students from the other Provinces 
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of the Dominion, as well as from a number of the States of the 
adjoining Republic and portions of the i/est Indies. 

Formal Government recognition of music by State or National 
Govermments is not by any means a new idea, or a recent movement. The 
University of Michigan conducts, under the guidance of the University 
Musical Society, a University School of Music st Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
This fine school, although not organically connected with the University, 
has done, and is doing an excellent work in the cause of music in ¢% 
pbate Of Michigan. Its Board of Directors is limited to pas 
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Registrar of the University of Michigan, in commenting on the existing 


arrangements, writes: "It is our practice to refrain from the use of 
the superlative degree in speaking of the University of Michigan, but 
I feel free to use adjectives which I know are merited by the School 

of Music™. It is claimed by those in authority that the Univ TI 


School of Music, whilst not a department of the Universit 
in a technical sense, is nevertheless intimately connected with it and 
enjoys @ more sympathetic inter-relation than is frequently the case 
in some institutions in which there exists a department or music 

necessarily subordinate to considerations outside the realm of music. 


y of Wisconsin, however, maintains at Madison a fine school 


of music, as a department in the College of Letters and Science, having 
its own special Faculty and Directors. Both of the herein-named 
University Schools of Music, although possessing strong faculties and 
maintaining fine buildings and general equipments, are not by any 
means as advantageously located as a similar University School of liusic 
would be in “@oronto, where there is a large, alert, and well-to-do 
population, and already a very comprehensive and active musical life 
such as has attracted eminent professional musicians from the greatest 
¢ in Murope and America. 
ihe best known and, until the outbreak of the war, perhaps the 


reatest and most successful of the leading music schools of the 


world were the Paris Conservatoire, the Imperial Conservatoire of 
rad, the Imperial Conservatoire of Moscow, the imperial 
Conservatorium of Vienne, the Royal Conservatorium of Leipsic, and 
the Royal High School of Music, of Berlin, all to @ greater or lesser 
degree under Govermment contral. Other famous institutions which have 
contributed much to the musical culture and prestige of their respective 
countries and which enjoy some measure of Governmental assistance, are;- 
The Royal Academy of Music, the Royal College of Music, and the Guild 
Hall School of Iusic, of London, England; The Manchester School of 
Music, and some prominent music schools of the Scandinavian countries, 
Italy, Belgium, and other portions of Hurope. The New England 
Conservatory of Music of Boston, the best equipped of the great 
schools of America, although an independent institution, has also had, 
at critical periods, some assistance from the State of Massachusetts 
and the city of Boston. 

One of the most significant achievements of recent years, 
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however, has been the foundation, on a dignified scale, of a State 
Conservatory of Music in Sydney, New South Wales. A remarkable fact 
in the establishment of this State School of Music is that this great 
step was brought about during the regime of a Labor Government In 
the first number of the Official Organ of the New South Wales State 
Conservatory of Music it is made clear that the ruling factorsin the 
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standard of musical art in New South Wales, but also to spread the 
love of music broadcast and to admit, in every way possible, all 
classes to its culture and enjoyment. The officials of the New South 
Wales School of Music draw attention to the declaration of Napoleon 
Boneparte, that "Of all the Liberal Arts, music is the greatest 
influence over mankind, and it is that to which the legislator ought 
The aim of such a Conservatory of Music as would worthily 
represent the Province of Ontario should be to provide for the people 
generally, such standards of tuition and general facilities as would 


elevate local musical life and at the same time obviate the necessity 


of professional students going abroad to complete their musical 
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education. In many respects, the Toronto Conservatory of Music answers 
the requirements of such a school. Its reputation and usefulness 


would, however, be greatly enhenced through its absorption by the 
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Government as a part of the general educational scheme of the University 
of Toronto. Such a step would also facilitate the standardization of 
musical examinations throughout the Province. The dignity, permanency, 
end further developments of the Conservatory along the highest artistic 
lines, would unquestionably be assured through a close connection 
between it and the Provincial University; many flagrant abuses now 
obtaining throughout the Province, more particularly with regard to 
examinations, could be effectually checked and corrected, and the 

whole cause of musical education generally advanced and elevated. 

It should not be difficult to deal with the financial 
problems in connection with a close affiliation between the University 
of Toronto and the Toronto Conservatory of Music. The Conservatory 
property is a most attractive one, representing much greater value 
than the Liabilities of the institution. Its site is one of the 
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finest in Toronto. Its buildings and equipment, whilst not ideal, 

a remarkable development due entirely to expenditures which 
heave been rendered possible from year to year through the surplus 
earnings of the institution which, even during the present period, 
is "carrying on" with no diminution in the quality of its work and 
with a truly remarkable increase in its registration. 

Our neighbors to the South are promptly recognizing that 
changed conditions in Hurope are offering opportunities,and placing 
responsibilities upon the nation regarding musical education in the 

x Aid ind “pA yo bagi a lBo7 i Miedee, 
United States. A bill, wad introduced in the House of Regece sentatives 
at Washington immediately before that body closed its deliberations 
recently, by 6ongressman Henry Bruckner of New York, and the measure 
now in the hands of the Committee on Hducation will come before 
Congress at its next Session. The proposed bill is most comprehensive 
in its provisions and measures, and its details clearly demonstrate 


the determination of the American people to turn to the advantage of 
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the nation the new situations in musical education which are being 
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brought about by the war. 

It is believed that a careful consideration of the above 
acts and suggestions would make clear the desirability of action 
tending to bring about State recognition of music in Ontario, thus 


resulting in conditions in this respect such as would place the 
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